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Environment Protection:
religious & cultural heritage in India

▪Sun- Centre of our Universe.

▪Originally various planets were

  components of the Sun.

▪Around 5000 millions yrs before

  some part of the Sun detached &

  went at a distance of around

  150 crore kms.

▪Separation gave a cooling effect

  to the detached part & gradually

  water appeared on the surface.   



Religious & cultural heritage:
ancient & historical background

▪Three thousand million yrs before, microscopic organisms 

  appeared as first evidence of life.

▪One thousand million yrs before, primitive land, plants & 

  other creatures appeared.

▪The planet came into being with primitive environment.

▪Hundreds of centuries thereafter, by way of evolution, from

  Nature, human beings appeared on the Earth.
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ancient & historical background:
concept of god

• Before the mighty environment, human beings had no 

independent entity.

• Creation of Earth, magnificent environment and its 

numerous wonders were beyond the perception of 

human beings.

• This developed the concept of God.

• The Superpower- as creator & regulator of the Earth 

& all the plants and living creatures.



ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

• Holds Bramha as – Creator of the Universe.

• Bramha settled the process of creation. He has been a 

jurist & legislator (Vidhata) who formulated rules of 

conduct of the entire universe.

• Bramha formulated the rule that- the Earth revolves 

around itself & also moves around Sun, which brings 

days & nights & seasons respectively.

• A rule of Bramha ordains that every component of 

nature has to move towards its principal source.

• It is known as Panchmahabhuta.



ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

Panchmahabhuta

-Every component of Nature 

  moves towards its principal

  source.

-Atma(soul) moves towards

  Bramha

-Water moves towards ocean.

-Air moves towards sky

  (Vayu mandal).

-Earth moves towards land.

-Fire moves towards Sun.
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ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

❑ Hindu Mythology hold Sun as Agni Devta(God of Fire).

❑ Sun bears enormous heat & has been a constant source 

    of energy for the entire Universe.

❑ Upanishads described fire as an abstract form in various

     processes.

❑ Vedic thought- Fire is represented as the life principle. It 

     is held as first & everlasting substance.

❑ Water is described as Jeevan i.e. life. 

❑ Water is accepted as cause of the Earth.

❑ Water is strength of the planet & a source of energy for

    every living organism.

❑ Water is madhu or sap of the Earth.



ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

❑ Wind is natural & inexhaustible

     source of energy and considered

     to be God (Vayu Devta).  

❑ Upanishads described wind 

     as fuel of the fire.

❑ Forest- a source of natural energy.

❑ Forest provide life support &

    is held as Godess(Van-devi).



ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

❑Hinduism hold fish Matsya’

    as God being the first living

     creature on the Earth.

❑Darwin’s theory maintains 

    that human race came by the

    evolution from the species of

    monkey. Hindu mythology

    recognize Hanuman (king

    of monkeys) as a God & a

    symbol of strength.

❑Cow-held as sacred(Gomata)



ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

Vehicles of God

     (Vahanas)



ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

Worshiping of plants

Worshiping of animals



ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

❑ Hindu mythology recognizes omnipotence as well as

     omnipresence of God.

❑ It preaches-every species & plant bear an element of God.

❑ It follows-damage to any part of environment is an

     injury or insult to God.

❑ Like other living creatures, humankind also continued

     to be nomadic & was inseparable from nature. Several

     centuries thereafter, man changed his lifestyle & became

     domesticated & felt the need for food, shelter & cloths.

❑ To accomplish these needs, they started removing forest

     for agriculture & inhabitation & thus began to interfere 

     in the domain of environment.  



ancient & historical background:
Hinduism

Location of Temples & Shrines-

-located in remote places, in forests

  or on mountains.

-belief- God has a nearness with the

  nature

-people do not dare to interfere with

 with the surroundings of temples &

 shrines.

-this promoted the conservation of 

  forests & wildlife.
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ancient & historical background:
kautilya:

❑ Kautilya in his Arthashastra exhaustively dealt with the

    environmental protection.

❑ He laid down various rules for protection & up gradation

    of environment.

❑ They were-rules to protect forests & animals.

                     -prohibition to kill/injure certain animals & birds.

                     -prohibition on hunting of wild animals.

                     -requirement to set new forests

                     -severe penaulty for offenders. 

                     -penaulties for disturbing water source, garden,

                       highway or felling or cutting trees.
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ancient & historical background:
king ashok:

❑ Ashok depicted exemplary compassion for

    wild life.

❑ Curtailed consumption of non-veg food by 

     Royal palace.

❑ Provided medical facilities to animals.

❑ During later part of his regime, King Ashok

     had completely prohibited killing of certain

     species of creatures.
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ancient & historical background:

Sant Tukaram

Shivaji Maharaj

-Ordained plantation by roadside.

-Issued Aadnyapatra to preserve 

 Forest & water sources.

-Planted & Nurtured fruit bearing 

 trees like children.

-Trees & plants are kiths &

  Kins.

-Depicts richest prudence.
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ancient & historical background:
Islam:
❑ Quran says- Don’t make any mischief in the Earth.

❑ Islam recognized invaluable bounties of Nature.

❑ Quran declared- Allah created the heaven & Earth.

     From clouds, he released water. He made rivers and

     mountains on Earth.

❑ Quran proclaims- Destruction of Nature is destruction

     of the Aayat of Allah. 

❑ Islam warns- to cause damage to nature is defiance

    of the command of Allah.

❑ Islam held- Duty of every man is to safeguard the

    present health of Universe & recover the health that

    has been lost.

❑ Islamic belief refer man as custodian of Nature.
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ancient & historical background:
jainism:

❑ Jain scripture tells- Do not injure, abuse or press,

    enslave insult, torment, torture & kill any creature

    or any living being.

❑ Lord Mahaveer proclaimed- One who neglects

     or disregards the existence of Earth, air, water,

     fire & vegetation, he disregards his own existence.

❑ This message of Mahaveer has been an ecological

     command. 

❑ Principle of simplicity is adopted.

❑ Jainism prohibits captivity, whipping, sacrifice & 

     overloading of animals.
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ancient & historical background:
Buddhism:

❑ Basic tenets of Buddhism- Simplicity & Non-violence.

❑ Simplicity is based on principle of sustainability. 

❑ Non-violence denotes love for flora & fauna.

❑ Gautam Buddha- the greatest rationalist, environmentalist

     humanist of that era.

❑ Buddha derived eternal enlightenment while meditating

     under the Bodhi tree. 

❑ Buddhism preaches- to respect the norms of Nature.

❑ It believes in non-separable relationship of man with

     trees which is a potential source of food & shelter.

❑ Gautam Buddha preached- compassion towards every 

     living creature.
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ancient & historical background:
mahatma Gandhi:
❑ Gandhiji preached non-violence against mankind

     as well as against every living creature.

❑ He pleaded for disarmament as possession of

     arms makes man violent & then Nature becomes

     its first victim.

❑ He sensed the danger from industrialization and 

    began the movement of Swadeshi.

❑ Charkha i. e. (spinning wheel)  was a symbol of 

     swadeshi.

❑ It produces clothes without any scope for any 

     pollution.

❑ He appealed for cottage industry. 



historical background:
medieval era:

❑ Medieval era was the beginning of degradation

     of environment.

❑ This era was dominated by physical might & 

     ruthlessness towards persons & creatures.

❑ Killing of wild animals was the warrior spirit.

❑ To escape from barbaric attacks, the natives 

    growingly took shelter of forests & mountains.

    Forests became regular habitat for them. It 

    sufficiently damaged the forests as well as wild 

    life. 



historical background:
medieval era:

❑ Till the end of 19th century, world population mostly

     had been inhabited in rural areas.

❑ Principally, India had an agricultural base & population                 

     population then by & large was spread over in villages.

❑ Cultivation, animal husbandry and cottage industry

     were economic enterprises. India had been close and

     respectful with Nature.

❑ Later, factory system began to operate in India & 

     gradually liquidated cottage industries.

❑ World wars demonstrated man’s ability to destruct

     control & rule the environment.

❑ From 1918, industrialization began in India.

❑ This caused a total upset of Indian setup. 
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festivals &environment:

❑ Many plants are associated with religious ceremonies.

     (Baniyan tree, Mango tree, Aamla tree, Coconut tree, Tulsi,

       Beal, banana, different flowers etc.)

❑ These plants are important as medicine in Ayurved.

❑ Many animals & birds are associated with God & Goddess.

❑ On many festivals, different trees, animals are worshiped.
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festivals &Pollution
❑ Use of loudspeakers during festivals causes noise pollution.

❑ During many festivals pollution is caused-

          Ganpati festival: noise, water, air pollution

          Navratri festival: noise, water, air

          Holi festival:       water pollution, harmful colours

          Diwali festival:   noise, air pollution

          Christmas:          air, noise pollution

          Mohr am &Eid:  noise, water pollution 
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